
 

 

The Crossroads 

August 2020 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, 

 

That greeting only means anything to a believer in Jesus and thus a Christian. It means I love you all 

very much. And it means I try to love my neighbor as myself. That requires action. 

 

Over the last couple weeks I have invited you to attend a dialogue about racism at Poland United 

Methodist Church.  Sadly, I didn’t see anyone from Christ Church. The gathering was organized by 

members of a 100 yr old organization, the Mahoning Valley Association of Churches. I have recently 

joined the Governing Board of MVAC. The Vestry felt I should be more active in area organizations 

and I agree. They are committed to promote Christian based dialogue and solutions to problems in 

our valley to make our community better. 

 

Anyway, we heard stories of racism in our area and committed to spread the word, so that all of us 

can become better educated of this serious systemic problem. In fact, one of the speakers was our 

good friend, Pastor Todd Johnson, from Second Baptist Church in Warren. He preached at our 

Gospel Mass which so many of us truly enjoyed this past winter. 

 

Here’s the Good News. You can still see the entire Dialogue on Poland United Methodist Church’s 

Facebook page. I invite, encourage, and insist that you check it out. Watch it. With open hearts and 

minds, watch it and try not to get defensive. It’s a difficult subject in which to engage. But it is 

necessary to begin this dialogue (once again), if we are ever going to affect real change in our 

community. Change that is lasting and real. There are no easy answers, but education is the first step. 

Please watch this video. 

 

We are Christian. We know racism is wrong. We empathize with the oppressed. Now it is time to act. 

Educate yourself. Join the conversation. Treat all of God’s children with the respect they deserve. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Fr Jeff 

 

 



 

Blessing Boxes 

Lincoln School 
Speaking with Lincoln staff I learned that they are already beginning to 
stock the Pantry. School starts August 24th. Whether kids are in school or 
online the Pantry will once again be open. Drive-up meals have continued 
all summer with 500 meals being given out daily. At the end of the school 
year the Pantry was pretty depleted in an effort to provide at risk kids the 
opportunity to take home one last bag of food. So the cupboard is now 
bare! 
Warren Family Mission 
While making my delivery last week I asked if they had ever run out of food. 
The man who was unloading my trunk gave me a lopsided smile and said 
“No, you are here today.”  From January 1 to mid-July the Mission has served 
90,000 meals plus provided bags of food. I see during my visit a steady 
stream of people walking up to the food-truck to collect for a person or a 
family lunch and dinner and some a bag of food, The National Guard has 
even been there to assist with distribution. 
Up until now weekly deliveries to both the Mission and Lincoln have been 
possible. The need has not diminished. To continue with weekly deliveries 
your help is needed. The list of requested food items remains the same: 
chicken ramen noodles, peanut butter, crackers for when there is no bread, 
jelly, macaroni and cheese, fruit, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce. 
Thank-you once again to Marge Louff and Al Novak and an 
anonymous 
donor for your monetary gifts. The Blessing Box is Christ 
Church’s answer to the community’s need for food. The box is 
located outside the narthex for ease of drop off delivery and 
another outside the office. 
Thank you for your caring generosity!    

 

 

 

Membership: Are you interested in becoming a member here at the church? If so, ask one 

of our ushers for a membership card and we will be sure to be in contact with you.      

 

 



 

Daycare: As many of you know, the daycare is expanding! Some of our wonderful 

volunteers installed flooring in their new room.  This classroom will be used for older 

toddlers and young preschoolers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS  

  
June 2020 Year to Date 

 

  Actual Budget Actual Budget  

Income          
Pledges $12,371  $11,300  $71,032  $67,149   
All Other $8,513  $7,900  $60,689  $61,385   

Total Income $20,884  $19,200  $131,721  $128,534   

Expenses $23,043  $23,384  $141,630  $144,768   

Excess/(Deficit) ($2,159) ($4,184) ($9,909) ($16,234)  
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Jan Henrey (3)  Mike Maggiano (20) 

Bill Thirion (5)  Becky Watts (20) 

Kristin Baker (5)  Clare Adams (22) 

Ancil Robertson (6)  Lynn Peteritis (24) 

Pat Sullivan (7)  Pat Murray (27) 

Carol D’Errico (7)  Chris Shape (27) 

Heather Shimko (8)  Shari Harrell (30) 

Shannan Tomko (10) 

Diane Snelson (16) 

Don Scarmuzzi (16) 

Vicki Budzko (19) 

Do you have something 

you would like to see in 

the next newsletter? 
Please send all articles to… 
secretary@christchurchwarren.org.  

 All submissions should be 

sent out several days 

before the end of the 

month 

mailto:secretary@christchurchwarren.org

