
 

 

The Crossroads 
January 2020 

Give with Gratitude! 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you, as well. As most of you know, I’m not much on the ‘new year, 
new you’ routine of New Year Resolutions (which rarely make it to Groundhog’s Day!).  Nonetheless, this year 
I endeavor to live in gratitude. I am so very fortunate to be your priest. I absolutely love our mutual ministries 
we share. I love being able to share the love of God with you and the wider community. I am grateful to share 
gifts with you all. 

And, Christmas is the perfect time to remember why we share our gifts with one another.  We are made 
in God’s image. We are God’s children and Christians, i.e., little Christs. We love because God first loved us. We 
share our gifts in response to God’s ultimate gift to us. Not just our life, but life eternal. God gave his only Son 
so that we might have salvation. The power of the Incarnation and Resurrection flows through our love for one 
another. Our love of the other manifests itself in our giving of our time, talents, and treasures. 

So, I invite you to join me in thanksgiving of our lives together as we try to be more fully the Body of 
Christ. We start in our families and reach out to each other in church. And as we grow in confidence and 
spiritual maturity, we can and will change our communities and the world. 

We have just finished up our capital campaign, Planting for Tomorrow. Our goals were lofty, but we 
attained them all with God’s help. The physical foundation of Christ Church is set and better than it has been 
for many years. We have the resources to model and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ with our neighbors. 
Now is the time of reimagining how we can be the church in a new decade. We have so many wonderful 
programs which we are called to share. Our music ministry is second to none. Our children’s ministry with 
Godly Play is flourishing. We continue to increase our involvement with Lincoln school. We need to build a 
new plan so that we can continue to grow these ministries and more. We need a marketing plan. And we need 
resources to do all of this. We need to revamp our stewardship. As our pledges have come to an end for Planting 
for Tomorrow, I challenge each of us to continue to give the amount we pledged directly to Christ Church! In 
this way, we can continue to grow our outreach, music, and children’s ministries. Kristin and I are going to 
continue to give the same amount we gave to the Planting for Tomorrow campaign directly to Christ Church. 
Please help us make this commitment to our future successful and do the same. 

With our collective meager offerings, God will augment our gifts in ways we cannot imagine! Let us 
with gratitude give back what God has given us. 

 And, please always remember that I am lovingly yours, in Christ, 

Fr. Jeff+ 



 

 

Our January Birthdays
 

 
 
3rd: Marjorie Louff  
5th: Ryan Patrick Villio (Mc Gowan) 
7th: Dr. Steven Watts 
7th: Rev. Jeffrey Baker 
8th: Mr. Richard (Dick) Lilly  
11th: Mr. Richard Cesta  
13th: Miss Sandra Schlect  
17th: Laurie Jones 
17th: Mr. John Shidler Robertson 
17th: Mrs. Carol Ann James 
20th: Mr. Gail Andrus  
22nd: Mr. Mark Allan Peteritis  
25th: Mrs. Gloria Yolande Duren  
30th: Zoey Tomko  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Steps from Dr. Steve Watts 

1.  Stimulate the thymus gland by smiling, tapping the thymus, and placing your tongue in the centering 
position.   

2.  Change your breathing, utilizing much more of your lung capacity. 

3.  Drink fruit juice to allow the powerful compound glucose to temporarily improve how you're feeling. 

4.  Visualization to change how you see yourself. 

5.  Move your body as though you're already happy, with total commitment. 

6.  Change the focus of your thoughts, concentrating on all the good elements in your life.  

 

 

 
 



 

January Schedule  
 
 
 
 
 
Acolyte Schedule  
 
5    Zachary & Colin Snelson 
Gage, Reese, & Zoey Tomko  
 
12   Nicholas Costianes   
      Joseph Costianes   
 
19 No Acolytes Scheduled   
   
26 Mason Burge   
      Madelyn Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Schedule (10:00) 
 
5   Mark Peteritis           C/R 
     Heather Shimko        C/P 
     Cindi Thirion              Lector 
 
12 Carol McMichael      C/R 
     Karen Andrus             C/P 
     Shari Harrell Shape  Lector 
 
19 Sally Mazey               C/R 
     Faith Scarmuzzi         C/P 
     Sandee Skovran        Lecor 
 
26 Marcia Flask              C/R 
     Sally Mazey                C/P 
     Linda Day                   Lector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Schedule (8:00) 
 
5   Jan Henrey                 C/R/P 
     Carol D’Errico            Lector 
 
12 Mike Maggiano         C/R/P 
     Bill Baran                    Lector 
 
19 Steve Watts               C/R/P 
      Deb Murphy             Lector  
 
26 Joe Gladd                   C/R/P 
      Dianne Begg             Lector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Music and the Arts 

 What a wonderful Lessons and Carols we had on Sunday, December 15!  Beautiful music was made, 
people’s lives were changed, and most of all, the story of the Incarnation was proclaimed. 

   

We had a record attendance - over 300!  This make me very happy because I want people to enter the 
doors of Christ Church.  I want people to know the GOOD news we tell in this place.  Most 
importantly, I want them to have the opportunity to join in the singing and praying and becoming the 
beloved community we know the body of Christ to be.  This beloved community is at its best when 
we see and hear:  Maddy reading the first lesson, Gary organizing a beautiful reception, Jeannine and 
Karl taping bulletins to pews, Mona ringing handbells, Fred singing a solo, Sandee making sure 
everyone has vestments, Jim making sure everyone knows where to go, Don organizing ushers, Rick 
putting out luminaries, Pete turning on lights, Deb running the sound system, Mason holding up the 
cross as sign and symbol of who we are, hundreds of cookies being baked, Irv playing the guitar, 14 
children reminding us of the unique perspective they bring, and on and on and on and on…   We are so 
blessed to have each other to join in being the amazing and incredible body of Christ in this place and 
at this time. 

  

So, thank you for allowing me to be here with you.  Thank you to our amazing Parish choir with 
whom I have the pleasure of working with weekly.  Thank you for adding meaning to my life through 
this work.  Thank you for being here.  Thank you for it all! 

  

Pax+ 

  

Jamie 

  

  



 

JOIN THE PARISH CHOIR! 

  

In this new year, might you consider joining our Parish Choir?  It is a dedicated group of volunteers 
and staff singers who work together each week to prepare choral music of the highest caliber and 
broadest scope for our weekly worship and occasional concerts.  Recent studies have shown singing in 
a choir reduces stress, can add years onto your life, and, generally contributes to one’s well-being.  We 
would love to have YOU join our ranks.  There are folks of varying musical abilities; some read music 
or have degrees in music and others just love to sing.  If you are interested, please call Jamie Shiell in the 
church office (330) 372-4998 or email him at music@christchurchwarren.org. 

  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for our next ARTS ON ATLANTIC concert! 

A Gospel Mass - Andre Thomas  

Northeast Ohio Area Choirs 

Dr. Brandon Waddles, Conductor 

Sunday, February 9 at 4:00 pm 

  

 

In celebration of Black History Month, church and community choirs from Northeast 
Ohio 
will  join together to present the Ohio premiere of Dr. Andre Thomas’ Gospel Mass as 
well as other gospel music, all under the baton of Dr. Brandon Waddles of Detroit, 
Michigan.  This concert will take on the form of a mass with Rev. Todd Johnson, 
pastor of Second Baptist Church in Warren serving as the preacher and Fr. Jeff serving 
as the celebrant. 

  

  

 



 

 
 

Christmas Giving Tree  

Eight boxes and three trash bags 
filled with gifts were delivered to 
Lincoln School on December 16th 
in time for presents to be wrapped 
and parents to pick-up. There are 
not enough words to express the 
delight expressed by Lincoln staff 
upon seeing those gifts. 

  

 Warren Family Mission 

Blessing Box necessity items along with food was delivered to Warren Family Mission in time for the holiday. 
This included a large grocery bag full of individual personal care items collected from hotel visits by 
parishioners. They are much in demand for use by those using the mission to shower. 

 

Snapshots of December 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 Financial Highlights    
 

November 2019                                         Year to Date 
 

  Actual  Budget  Actual  Budget 

Income         

Pledges  $9,918  $10,400  $109,550  $114,400 

All Other  $20,045  $13,200  $144,339  $111,455 

Total Income  $29,963  $23,600  $253,889  $225,855 

Expenses  $24,160  $25,158  $265,623  $270,850 

Excess/(Deficit)  $5,804  ($1,558)  ($11,733)  ($44,995) 

 
 

 

Annual Meeting: Our  Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, January 26 in the Parish Hall following the ONE 
service at 9:00 am (main church). We will have a light brunch prior to the meeting.  All are encouraged to 
attend. Please bring a covered dish to share. 

ALL committee chairs, please start working on your report. We ask that you submit you report via email if 
possible to Alex no later than Thursday, January 16. 

  

 


